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Project Background &

Focus

Since January 2007, the Lynn Housing Authority &
Neighborhood Development (LHAND), in conjunction with
the Lynn Community Development Housing Corporation
(LCDHC), has been involved in developing a Master Plan
that will set a course for future development activity in the

Washington Street neighborhood.

The area, which extends from the Lynnway to Washington
Street, up to and including Broad Street, back down
Newhall Street to the Lynnway, is key to the revitalization
efforts underway in Lynn because of its proximity to the
waterfront (Lynnway), Diamond District, downtown and

transportation center.

This particular neighborhood is home to a variety of uses
including residential, commercial and retail and has been
under performing for a number of years. Although close
to the waterfront, the downtown business district and
Lynn’s transportation center, the area is plagued with high
rates of unemployment, job losses with persons living
below the poverty line, low rates of business expansion

and substandard housing stock.

The Washington Street Gateway planning work
supports the city’s newly created Master Plan for
the Waterfront. In fact, the group that completed
the Waterfront plan, Sasaki Associates, is nearing
completion of a similar plan for the Washington
Street Gateway Area.

OUR VISION

The focus of the plan or vision will be on enhancing
the area through physical improvements and
redevelopment of current properties that will
improve the quality of life for residents and
property/business owners. The overall goal is to
develop a strategic plan that includes mixed uses
such as housing, business/retail, green space and
infrastructure improvements to streets and
sidewalks. The plan will serve as the basis for
future public and private investment in this key
urban area.

The end result of this project will be a
comprehensive report that lays out a new vision for
the neighborhood, with achievable goals,
milestones and action steps supported by the
residents, business leaders, and city officials. The
plan must be compatible with Lynn’s future plans
for the waterfront and central business district
areas that abut the Washington Street Gateway
Area. The plan may include new housing
opportunities, both rental and homeownership,
along with the creation of new commercial and
retail space

that may offer job opportunities for neighborhood residents,
as well as public facilities and infrastructure improvements.
The city is receptive to the state’s Smart Growth Principles &
Green Buildings and will look at housing options such as
Transit Oriented Development, which will create a pedestrian-
friendly neighborhood near public transportation. The plan
will become part of Lynn’s 5-Year Consolidated Plan and One
Year Action Plan processes as required by HUD, making it
eligible for the expenditure of federal resources. The
planning process will also create and support a social
infrastructure that will remain in place within the neighborhood
once the physical improvements have been accomplished.

WORKING TOGETHER

With the strength of the LHAND, the LCDHC and city partners
involved in the planning process, working in conjunction with
the residents and community organizations, implementation
of the Strategic Plan or Vision for the neighborhood will
continue to develop.
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